Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of;
LOCKERLEY PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal controd, mcluding arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

1. W e pul in plsscs: armangeenants Tor efsctive namcal |
managamen during the year, and for the preparation of
tha sccounting siatements

' prepeed fe ocouwniivag siafemants in socardance
with tha Acoourds and Avall Regulatons,

2. Wiz manintalneg an sdequals system of inkemal contrel
irchucting imsasures dusigned 1o pesvent and dabect fraud
and comuption and reviessad s effeotiveness

Made propar WTENgements and scoeapded respon bty
for sefeguarnding the publc money and resourors i
its chage.

2. Wi took pd reasonables sheps i assure ourssives
thiad there are no matiers of aclual o polentinl
ner-ColrgHince with laws, regulstione and Propes
Prisctices that could have & significan financial effec
on this abifty of théis authority 1o conduct s
beusinass or manage its financas.

fuirg anly dome what i hag the gal power ko deand has
compliad with Proper Prachices In doig s,

4. W provided proper opporiunily duting e year for
th - ecieircies of eletiors' rghfe in accordance with tha
mequiremants of e Accounts and Audi Regisations:

Sy e pea gave BV persong wlenested the GREOITLADY b
Inspect and sk questions aboi s sulharily’s scoamnts,

3. Wi carfisd gl an assassment of the feks fucng this
aufhanity and ook appropelate steps ko manags those
sisks, incheding ihe inlreduciion of meme connts andior
axbemnal insurance cover whan requined

conzidened and documented the fnancial ond other fsks i
Focas and ot with S progay

8. We maintzined throughoul the year B adeguate and
wilettive System of intemal awdit of he pocounbing
rCands ard condiol systems

aranged for o compaiant pevsan, ndopongend of the Snanci
controls gnd procaduros, fo ghve & olifectivie waw on whother
irvdarral confrids ol B nracs of fs smialsr aithory

T. We ook approprinbe action on all mattars raised
i papoits from inlemal and exdemal audit.

responced o maliers Browght fo 8% affention by temal and
gudprnal el

B, W considered whalhor any Btigation, Eabdilies or
LommitTants, events or renssctions, occurring efther
during or after ihe year-and, hive & financiat impact an
hés authanty and, whane appropriste, hanve incladed Bem
In the actounting statamans

8. {For tocad councits-only) Trust funda incliding
chasritable. In our capacity as thee sobs managing
rusbse we dechmrged cur adsauntabiliby
recsponaibiities for the fundis¥assets, incduding
financisl reporting and, i reguined, Indepanden
examination or audil

disciosed evenydiing it shoukd have sbout iis business sefivity

during tha year incuding awents kg place affer the year
and if ralpvand

haa mal ol of #s responsibiiios whers, 85 & body
comorale, § 5 8 sole mBEnsging fusioe of B ocal
fruesd O BFRESTE:

v

“Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheat for sach ‘No' responss and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These shests must be published with the Annual

Goverrance Statameant,
This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
reating of the authonty on:

13/05/2024

and recordad as minute reference:
Full Council Minute 8
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Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for
LOCKERLEY PARISH COUNCIL

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the baglnning of the yesar
foreard 85 recorded in the inanclal records. Valse must sgres fo
46 577 52,227 | Box 7 of previous year.
2. [+ Pracept or Rates and Totad amoun! of pracept for for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies recend of receivalie in the yesr, Exclude any granis
18,687 22,656 received
3. {+) Total other receipks Todal income or receipts a5 reconded in the cashbook less
the precept or ratesdevies receved [(ime-2). include any
525 3,672 qranfs recereed,
4. {-) Staff costs Tolal axpenditure or paymaents made tp and on behalf
of aif employees. Include gross salanes and wages,
employers N contrbulions, employers pension
3,842 1,855 contributions, gratuilies and severance payments.
5, (=} Loan mteresticapital Total expencditiee of payments of capital and inlenesi
reRaynbETls 0 0 made diring e year on the authordly's borfowings (if any).
. (-} All pther paymeants Total expenditune or payrments &3 recorded in the cash-
book less st costs (Time 4) and foan interesticapitsl
9,720 16,285 repeyments (ine 5.
7. {=) Balances camed Total balances and reserves & the end of the year. Must
forwerd 52,227 G4 15| PP (11243 - e}
8. Total value of cash and I mammﬂi'aﬂmn.r";nddupaﬂbankmﬁﬁh
shorl term investments holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —
5 Tobal Aued assels plus The vallie of all the propary the authorily owns = i is made
ferm irmessimanis up of all its fcod assels and long term investrants as al
s ki 170,986| 170,986 31 sforch
10. Tetal borrowings The outstanding capdal balance as af 37 March of all foaniz
0 (| from third parties {inchuding PWLE]

For Local Coundels l::lnl'_n.'

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds

{including charitabie) v is respansible for managing Trust funds or sssets.
| 11b. Disclosure node re Trust funds | e The figures in the accounting staterments above
(incheding charitatbia) i eatiude any Trust trensachions.

The Councll, 85 a body corporate, acls 85 s0le frustee and

| cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Stafemants in this Annual Governance and Accountabiiity
Retum have been prapared on ether a receipts and paymants
or income and expenditire basis following the guidance in
Govamance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities —a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and presan] fairky

tha fimanckal position of this autharity

Slgned by Responsible Financial Officer bafore baing

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

13/05/2024

as recorded in minute referance:
Full Council Minute 8

ted to the autharity for approval
: - . Signed hair of the mesting wiere the Accounting
b é}n Mo es State appmvE\/\
Date 13/05/2024
T S W T T T e I e er e o s T B
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24

In respect of Lockerley Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02 as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have
come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

In the prior year, the smaller authority was exempt from review, therefore we have not reviewed any evidence to support the prior year
comparatives on the AGAR.

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,
for the year ended 31 March 2024.

External Auditor Name

BDO LLP - Southampton

DocuSigned by:
27 August 2024
External Auditor Signature EBDO LLP Date g
F88E8F3322FA4B1...
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