Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

LOCKERLEY PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, Including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

1. We have put in place amangements for effective financial

management during the year, and for the praparation of
te accounting stataments.

prensred (ts accounting stetements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2, We maintained an adequate system of intemnal control
including measures designed to prevent and datect frawd
and corrupdion and reviewed its effectivenass

made proper arangements and accepted respansibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
is charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps fo assure ourselves
that thare are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effact
on the ability of this authonty to conduct s ,
business or manage Its finances.

has only done wiat & has the legs! power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors’ rights In accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave alf persons inlevested the copartunity fo
Inspect and ask questions abowt this autharity's accounts,

5. We carriad out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and ook appropriste steps to manage those
risks, incliding the introducton of Internal controls and/or
external Insurance cover whare required.

cansidared and docurmented the financial and other risks it
faces and deall with them propevly.

| 6. We mamtained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
racords and control systems.

arranged for 8 competent parsan, indspendent of the financilal
controls and procedures, fo give an objective view on whether
infernal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. Wa took appropriate action on il matiers rased |
0 rapoets from intarnal and external aude,

respondd to mstters hrought 1o its atlention by intemal and
-mmafA auvat

8. We considerad whether any isgation, llabilities or
commitmants, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-snd, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
In the accounting statements.

9. (For Jocal councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In cur capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountabiity
rasponsibilities for the fund{s)assets, including
financial reporting and, ¥ required, independent
examination or audt,

disclosed everything it should have sbout fts business sctivity |
dunng the year including events kaking piace affer the yoar
end if refevant

hasrrmaﬂolirsrwmmsm.csabody
corpovate, il is & sols managing trusies of @ locs!
trust or frusts

\/

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement,

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

12|05 | To2s
and recorded as minute reference:

Al (oudail HiWuTeE 9

hitps://\www.lockerley-pc.gov.uk/

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was

e

~Dowins

Chair

Clark
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for
LOCKERLEY PARISH COUNCIL

T Batoacns beoughl ‘ Totd Datanns fsi cemarves &l 1he begrwang of (e year
Torwe oy ool @ the Doamican rocoral Value most ggree o
| 52227 60.415] a04 7 of preveus petar
(1 Precapt o Hatss ana Total amwun? o procept (or foe 10Bs rales and leves)
Levos 22 656 22 656 racenea or mcenutie n the year Exckide any gmns
ooYes S B
|3 i) Totst ot *ocoots mwmmwmsaswmmmscasfmm
' 1.558 11,500 e pracegy o ratesovies recenes dine 21 inchade arty
yranty ot
4. |-} Sta¥ costs | TOIF SEDENENUE O PIRYINENIS Mads 19 and 0 wnad
1 855 7. 800 of AY smpioyees, Inciucle groas salnet and weges
b4 s WODRTyES W Comibule s snployRes ponson
| ‘ confnbulons Qraliiies and Savorance payments

5 (-] Loan imaresycapds | FOlEe expe/dine o payments of cupnial an wlocos!
resayrmnts 0 0 made cunng the yaar o e authaety's Dovownas o any)

£ - All other paymems ' | | Tonw oxeatedurg o payments a5 weorded m the cask-

14171 13,755 bock lsss st costs (WNe 4) 3001031 Merssbicanin
s 1OLa yrrpnis (ine 5) .

¥ ,' 1 Batancss coene Totat balances and msarves al ne ena of the year Mus!
farwnrd 60,415 73,016 gquam (12242 - (4+525)

A t:l;t_v;;n;-u;n;iﬁ m - The sum of 38 comment Ang POt DA SCCOUMs, CAAN
short, LT vivestments 61,218 T4 511 hoaga ana shod 1omm wvestrnents heid s of 31 Mo

To agree with bank reconciliation.

0 Totsl ined azsets plus Thevauadwmpmnymmtyamu I 4k et
IOng te1m mvestmenrs 170,986 170,986 up of a0 21 faed Asaatx ana kng i bwestrnats 25 of
arv! assets : ;N Mﬂrcﬁ

10 Totnl burrowirgs p THe Ouistanting capdal baanee F€ af 11 Manh of 48 loens

0 O wom st oot inciding WL E)

a. Dacosae ndte 1o Trst foads v The Councid %s 8 Doy comorale. aets an som Raslewr and
pncsulion chaeiingibn) 5 msocnsibic ﬁormmgm ¥ru§ RS o asaeds
1o Disciosie ttn m Tromt hods Vi The figures i the .\t::rx-"mg stmm-m above

tncading chaniabls) 212818 any Trust ransecton

| cartdy hat fos ine year padeo 31 March 2025 the Accounting | | confirm [ht Ihese Accounting Statements wers
Statements i us Annual Goveenanos and Accountablity aporoved by thes authordy on ths date

Ratum hisve beor proparad on edher a recepts ana paymeants 1210512025

o mconme aod expenditura bass following the guidancs n

Gaovemance and Accoumadility Ior Smaller Authortios o

Practioners Guide 1o Proper Prachees and prosent fawty an racorded In menUte raference

ho Taantial position of ths authomy

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being Full Council Minute 9

presentod 19 the sl for approval <

S Signed by Chaer of the meeting whore i Accounting
“. i aﬁ‘ ‘-4 Statemants wece aporoved

Odi 12/05/2025 .
oy _/‘/\/v
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25

In respect of Lockerley Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02 as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
 confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have
come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review:

* The figures in boxes 3 and 6 in the prior year included VAT. The authority prepare their accounts on an income and expenditure
basis and therefore VAT should not be included. VAT was correctly excluded in the current year.

The AGAR was returned for amendment and corrected and now excludes VAT for both years.

Prior year figures were restated in the current year AGAR but restated was not written on the Accounting Statements.

The smaller authority’s reserves appear excessive as, after accounting for the earmarked reserves, general reserves are greater than
annual expenditure. A smaller authority has no specific right to accumulate funds via the precept. The smaller authority should ensure
that it has regard to the level of reserves held when considering future precept requests and as part of their annual budgeting process.
Any earmarked reserves should also be considered and formally approved by the smaller authority.

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2025.

External Auditor Name

BDO LLP - Southampton

DocuSigned by:
External Auditor Signature ﬁDﬂ“ P Date 19 August 2025
467DFB746A8A428...
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